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D.P. Bill Reported 


After months of delay, the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee on January 25 reported H. R. 4567, a bill to 
amend the Displaced Persons Act of 1948. (See 
TrENps, October 31, 1949.) Already passed in the 
House last June, the bill faces a hard fight in the 
Senate. The bill as reported by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee was changed in several important respects, 
around which Senate debate is likely to center. 

Probably most important is the change in defini- 
tion of a displaced person. U. S. authorities now 
use the criteria of the International Refugee Organi- 
zation, which exclude persons of German ethnic 
origin. The Senate Committee proposes that Ger- 
man displaced persons—expellees from neighboring 
countries—be included as eligible under the Act. 
Representative Celler, the author of H. R. 4567, 
charges that this perverts the purpose of his bill and 
will hinder us from working out a solution to the 
problem of the real displaced persons. 

As a second major change, two preferences are 
added to the bill: the 30°{ priority for farm workers 
(made even stricter by requiring two years of agri- 
cultural experience); and the 40% preference to 
Balts. Both of these preferences are in the present 
law; the administrative difficulties which they cause 
have been called a real obstacle to the effective work- 
ing of the program by the D.P. Commission, several 
of the private agencies involved, and by the House 
sub-committee which made an investigation last sum- 
mer. These preferences are eliminated in the bill 
as passed by the House. 

There are several other technical changes. In the 
important matter of the cut-off date, however, the 
bill remains unchanged: this is set at January 1, 1949. 
And the number of D.P.’s to be admitted is raised 
to 320,000 (compared to 339,000 in the Celler bill) 
over the 205,000 in the present law. 

Meanwhile additional information on the opera- 
tion of the Act has been made available by a special 
subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee 
(Rep. Walter, Penna., chairman), which made an 
investigation both in Europe and the U. S. last sum- 


mer. The report* is particularly important in 
(Continued on next page) 


* House Report 1507, available from House Documents Room, the 
Capitol, Washington, D. C. 
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H-Bomb Poses Great Questions 


President Truman’s statement of January 31 that 
he has directed the Atomic Energy Commission to 
continue its work on all forms of atomic weapons, 
including the so-called hydrogen or super bomb, 
removes the question from the enshrouding frame- 
work of rumor within which it has hung for some 
weeks. It has done little more. Citizens still face 
the question of what their role in public discussion 
should be. 

Some believe that the President should at the 
appropriate time have announced the fact that we 
now know how to make the hydrogen bomb, and 
then allowed time for public discussion before order- 
ing it made in weapon form. This has not been 
done. The country has not known, and does not 
now know how deeply involved we may be in the 
realm of fantastically horrible weapons. 

That the hydrogen bomb is only one facet of a 
rapidly worsening world situation, is of course all 
too true. In such a situation it is difficult to know 
how much information should be withheld from 
the people for the purpose of security. The Com- 
mittee for Economic Development in a highly sig- 
nificant report recently recommended that three full- 
time civilian members should be added to the 
National Security Council in order to assure con- 
sideration of the relation of all security problems 
to the problems of freedom. 

Immediately following the President’s announce- 
ment on the H-Bomb, the Washington Post called 
for the appointment of a Presidential Commission 
of the Acheson-Lilienthal type which would take 
the time to go into the whole problem with its 
enormous implications, including the philosophical 
and ethical, and propose a plan of action. 

Another proposal was made by Sen. McMahon, 
Chairman of the Joint Committee on Atomic 
Energy. He would have the U. S. offer the world, 
including Russia, $50 billion in economic aid over 
five years, in return for world acceptance of effec- 
tive atomic energy control and a two-thirds reduc- 
tion in armaments expenditures. 


SENATE PASSES ELECTORAL COLLEGE 
AMENDMENT! 


See Current Legislation 


Equal Rights? or Equal Laws? 


Who won and who lost? That is a question. On 
January 25 the Senate approved the so-called “Equal 
Rights” Amendment advocated for 27 years by the 
“equal rights” contingent of the feminine popula- 
tion but consistently opposed by the League of 
Women Voters and others. The latter contend that: 
the few remaining legal discriminations against 
women should be remedied by specific bills; inequali- 
ties arising from custom can never be abolished by 
a few lines in the Constitution; and the Amend- 
ment would throw into legal chaos present statutes 
benefiting mothers and working women. 

The Senate, apparently anxious to please every- 
body, agreed to amend the Amendment to prevent 
the impairment of such beneficial legislation. So the 
Amendment becomes contradictory and innocuous, 
and any rejoicing by either camp falls flat upon 
a question mark. 


D.P. BILL REPORTED 
(Continued from first page) 


view of the charges by Senator McCarran of a “com- 
plete breakdown” in administering the act, and of 
inadequate screening to keep out subversives. The 
subcommittee finds that the displaced persons are 
being absorbed into the economy of the U. S. without 
noticeable difficulty; that “no dangerous or disturb- 
ing elements have been injected into our body poli- 
tic”; and that the administration of the act, in particu- 
lar its methods of selection, screening and safeguards, 
is sound. 


Taxes to the Fore 


What should be done to reduce the estimated $5.1 
billion federal deficit anticipated for fiscal year 1951? 
Some Congressmen advocate a cut in federal pro- 


- grams with taxes maintained at their current levels. 


Others take the position that the tax structure should 
be revamped to provide for a “moderate” increase 
in revenues. President Truman took the latter course 
and urged Congress to make several changes in the 
existing tax code. 

His first request, labelled the “tax package,” was 
for the repeal of certain excise taxes, on the condition 
that the consequent loss of revenue would be made 
up by the closing of existing loopholes. 

The loopholes he specified include existing exces- 
sive exemptions, abuses, and “quirks” of the present 
tax law. 

Secondly, the President urged the enactment of 
legislation to provide a $1 billion increase in revenues. 
He requested that such legislation increase the tax 
rates on gifts and estates and on corporate earnings 
over $50,000. 

Pressure has been exerted by several members 
of both parties in Congress for immediate action 
on excise cuts, with tax reform measures to follow. 
However, the House Ways and Means Committee 
has decided to hold hearings to consider the “tax 
package.” It is still not certain whether the requested 
increase will be considered fully at this time. 


CORRECTION: In Trenps of January 23, federal budget figure 
should be $42.4 billion, not $42.2 billion. 


* CURRENT LEGISLATION * 


Displaced Persons (H. R. 4567*): Reported by Senate 
Judiciary Committee January 25. A minority report, urging 
a more liberal bill, will probably be filed. 


Equal Rights Amendment (S. J. Res. 25+): Passed by 3 
vote of Senate, 63-19, January 25, with following amend- 
ments: (1) by Senator Russell (D., Ga.) requiring ratifica- 
tion within seven years after submission to State legisla- 
tures; (2) by Senator Hayden (D., Ariz.) providing that the 
amendment shall not be construed to “impair any rights, 
benefits, or exemptions now or hereafter conferred by law 
upon persons of the female sex.” No action has been taken 
in the House. Roll Call: Congressional Record, p. 903. 


Electoral College Amendment (S. J. Res. 2): Passed by 
24, vote of Senate, 64-27, February 1, to amend Constitution 
to change method of election of President and Vice President 
of the United States. Amendment will probably be con- 
sidered by House within the next month. 


International Trade Organization (H. J. Res. 236%): 
Hearings before House Foreign Affairs Committee, again 
postponed, are expected to begin shortly. 


Repeal of Margarine Taxes and Fees (H. R. 2023%*): 
Conferees named to work out differences in bill as passed 
by House and Senate. 


Federal Aid to Education (S. 246*): Full House Educa- 
tion and Labor Committee is still scheduled to begin execu- 
tive session discussion February 6. 


Genocide Convention (Exec. 0): Hearings begun January 
23 by Subcommittee of Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee. 


*Indicates League support. 
+ Indicates League opposition. 
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